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Voluntary & Community Sector Consultation for Northwest Regional Strategy

A great opportunity to influence policy development at a regional level
“The Regional Strategy for the Northwest provides a unique opportunity to bring together its spatial, economic, social and environmental strategies and build a new long term vision for the region.”

Northwest Regional Strategy website www.nwregionalstrategy.com 
NWDA and 4NW are keen to elicit opinion on the future of the region from the diverse communities that live, work and play here.  The strategy is their most ambitious yet – the first overarching regional strategy in the country, bringing together economic, housing and spatial strategies.  Similarly, the consultation process is their most extensive to date.  

The Voluntary and Community sector has a golden opportunity to show the value of consulting communities, to provide valuable insight and guidance to the Northwest Regional Strategy team as they develop a robust strategy for the region.  
This stage of the Regional Strategy development is  focused on their Principles and Issues paper which lays out the key ideas that will underpin the strategy. By responding to this Paper, voluntary and community groups, organisations and individuals can help shape the development of the North West region.

Voluntary & Community Sector (VCS) Consultation Process
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VSNW are working together with Krata to facilitate the VCS part of the Northwest Regional Strategy consultation.  We will draw all the feedback together to produce an overview of the Third Sector response to the strategy.  
Who can get involved?

Residents, community groups, community facing organisations, infrastructure organisations, and community thinkers can provide different perspectives on the current and future needs of people across the North West.  While general comments on the Regional Strategy will be considered, greatest impact will be achieved through response to the questions laid out in the Principles and Issues paper.  

Ways of participating
This stage of the consultation seeks to elicit feedback on the Principles and Issues paper.  This paper follows extensive research and deliberation on consultation responses to the Evidence Papers and can be found here: 

www.nwregionalstrategy.com/StrengthsAndChallenges 

Response to the Principles and Issues paper can be made in one or more of the following ways:

· Participating in sub-regional VCS consultation events scheduled for March/April 2009
· Running the VCS consultation through your networks, through events or existing meetings

· Completing VCS Consultation Response form and sending to VSNW/Krata

· Verbal/email feedback to VSNW/Krata 

· Respond directly to the Principles and Issues paper via the NWDA online portal 
· (For residents) Participate in the online NW Regional Strategy Forum 
Further details on the consultation events and how to participate more generally are found here: www.krata.co.uk or www.vsnw.org.uk 
Organisations and community groups are encouraged to run their own consultation events and to record the number of people participating in these events.  The more contributions to the VCS consultation, the greater weight the Northwest Regional Strategy team must give it.

What happens to your feedback?
In mid April 2009, all the feedback on different aspects of the Principles and Issues paper will be considered by VSNW and Krata and form the basis of an overview of the third sector response to the Northwest Regional Strategy.  
Feedback via VSNW/Krata





Points raised incorporated into VSNW formal response to consultation and Krata Perspective











Feedback at sub-regional events





Organisation/group led consultations 





Feedback via Northwest Regional Strategy website / email to NWDA








VCS Consultation launch


12th Feb





Individuals, Groups, Voluntary and Community facing organisations consider all or parts of Principles and Issues paper
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	If you want to be involved, get in touch:

	Warren Escadale, VSNW

www.vsnw.org.uk | warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk | 

tel. 0161 276 9300  | fax. 0161 276 9301
	Jessica Symons, Krata

www.krata.co.uk | jessica@krata.co.uk | 
tel. 0798 4747796 
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